
 

 

 
ArtsWestchester Exhibition Opportunity: 

An Open Call to the Westchester Community 
Submit creative works made during the coronavirus pandemic to ArtsWestchester’s curated exhibition,  

Opening spring 2021  
 
COVID-19 has profoundly changed the contours of our daily lives. At this time of great loss and physical distancing, 
many of us have turned to creative outlets to help us cope, to express our anguish, and to gain agency when we 
feel helpless. Painting, photography, sewing, crafting, singing, writing, and other everyday creative activities are 
helping us to reclaim a connection to our friends, families, and self. We have found new ways to celebrate and 
mourn, to recognize and memorialize major life events like birthdays, weddings, and passings. We have found hope 
through new activities and new modes of communicating. We have documented our experiences in quarantine 
diaries and creative cookbooks. We have endeavored to protect our loved ones and those on the frontlines with 
handcrafted masks, or hand knitted quilts. We have painted the scenes and changing seasons from our windows, 
or captured the faces of our quarantine teams in photo or gouache. These and other everyday creative projects 
have given meaning and purpose to our lives at this unprecedented time. 
 
ArtsWestchester plans to reopen its gallery after an extended COVID-19 closure with an exhibition of the artistic 
and creative projects that you’ve been working on since March, 2020. We invite you to share your creativity with 
us—your homemade puppet theater, your “covid cookbook”, your family zoom concert—and tell your pandemic 
story. We are open to ALL of your creative ideas.  
 
The exhibition will open to the public in late April, 2021. The exhibition is intended to be presented in person at 
ArtsWestchester’s gallery, with a parallel virtual presentation. However, depending on the health guidelines and 
policies in place at the time, the exhibition may be solely virtual. Final exhibition title and opening date will be 
announced in February.  
 
SUBMISSION GUIDELINES: 
• We invite residents of Westchester County and the Hudson Valley to submit creative works for consideration by 

our curatorial team for inclusion in the in-person and online exhibitions. Some works may be selected for online 
presentation only.  

 
• All submissions must be made via online ArtsWestchester’s application. Go to 

https://artswestchester.submittable.com/submit/181676/pandemic-creates-call-for-submissions to 
submit creative work. Mailed or emailed entries will not be reviewed.  
 

• Individuals 18 or older, may submit documentation representing up to three (3) works in any of the categories 
below. Those under 18 are limited to one (1) submission, in any category.   

1. Craft 
2. Visual Art 
3. Performing Art 
4. Cultural/Traditional Practice 
5. Writing 
6. Fashion 
7. Other 

https://artswestchester.submittable.com/submit/181676/pandemic-creates-call-for-submissions
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• Works should reflect your experience through the pandemic, and may reflect a variety of themes including, but 
not limited to: personal change and growth, creation as coping, mourning and healing, health care, isolation, 
connection, community, home, family, Post-covid futures/ imagining a post-pandemic world. 

 
• Individuals may submit to a single or multiple categories, but may submit documentation representing no more 

than 3 works in total.  
 

• We will only consider works whose creation began after March 1, 2020. We will accept submissions for both 
finished AND ongoing projects. 
 

• Submission deadline is Wednesday, March 3, 2021, 11:59PM. 
 

• You will be notified of submission status no later than Monday, March 15, 2021. 
 

 
SUBMISSION REQUIREMENTS 
Submissions must include the following: 

 
1. Documentation representing your creative work 

Visual art / Fashion / Craft  
Format: tiff, jpeg  
Quantity: up to 4 images for each work.  
Quality: High-resolution files, preferably w/ minimum image density of 72 dpi and minimum resolution of 
2,500 pixels.  

 
Performing Arts 

Format: mov, mp4, mp3, wav  
Quantity: up to 8 minutes per work. Excerpts acceptable. 

 
Cultural/Traditional Practice 

Format: tiff, jpeg, pdf, mov, mp4, mp3, wav  
Quantity: up to 3 images OR 8 minutes of audio/visual recording per work. Excerpts acceptable. 
Quality: For images submit high-resolution files, preferably w/ minimum image density of 72 dpi and 
minimum resolution of 2,500 pixels.  

 
Writing 

Format: tiff, jpeg, pdf, word doc 
Quantity: up to 5 pages. Handwritten works may be submitted as images, or as a PDF.  
Quality: For images submit high-resolution files, preferably w/ minimum image density of 72 dpi and 
minimum resolution of 2,500 pixels.  
 

 
2. Work Statement 

Format: Word doc 
Quantity: 1 statement per work or collection of related works  
This is your opportunity to tell us about why you engaged in this creative project and how it relates to your pandemic 
story. The statement should inform, provide context, and present the inspiration for your work. It can be descriptive or 
reflective in nature (250-words max per work/creative project). 
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Application Workshops (Optional): 
ArtsWestchester will offer two workshops to help artists and members of the public prepare their submissions. Each 
workshop will also include a tutorial on Submittable. Those who are not able to attend the virtual workshops, but 
would like to view a recording of the sessions should email Logan Hanley, Gallery Manager 
Lhanley@artswestchester.org.  
 
Workshop 1: Preparing your Work Statement. 
  Date: January 19, 2020, 7PM-8PM 
  Register here: https://zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_LwtIXiebRmGqo9hrk7LceA 
 
Workshop 2: How to Photograph Your Work for a Virtual Experience  
  Date: January 26, 2020, 7PM-8:15PM 
  Register here: https://zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_FHWMpcR3Qwup18_MtiRKRg 
 
Other Helpful Resources 
How to Photograph 2D creative works using a smartphone: 
https://patriciavargas.com/how-to-photograph-your-art-with-your-phone/ 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S0g4a1Ge-Ds 
https://www.artworkarchive.com/blog/4-steps-to-photographing-your-art-like-a-professional 
 
How to Photograph 3D creative works using a smartphone: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AMaUhKJgQv0 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NEJC_-MdMV8 
 
 
About ArtsWestchester’s Online Exhibition Platform, Google Arts & Culture: 
By submitting to this opportunity you grant ArtsWestchester permission to use representations of your work in 
exhibition-related promotion and publications, including but not limited to: an online gallery, exhibition catalog, and 
printed marketing. Additionally, the Artist grants ArtsWestchester permission to host an image of the artwork on its 
Google Arts & Culture (GA&C) page, so long as doing so does not infringe on a third party’s intellectual property 
rights. In the event the Artist is aware that sharing the image on GA&C may or does infringe on a third party’s 
intellectual property rights, the Artist should make that infringement known to ArtsWestchester.  
 
ArtsWestchester is proud to be a Google Cultural Institute partner. The Google Cultural Institute supports the 
collections and cultural assets of some 2,000+ institutions worldwide, partnering with museums, archives and other 
cultural institutions to bring arts and cultural online for a global audience. GCI partners include the Metropolitan 
Museum of Art, MoMA, the Musée D’Orsay, and the Solomon R. Guggenheim Foundation..  
 
The Google Cultural Institute, which operates Google Arts & Culture (GA&C), is a non-profit platform, and presents 
content on a non-commercial basis. Users can experience Google Arts & Culture through the web, or through the 
Google Arts & Culture App. ArtsWestchester builds its virtual exhibitions on Google Arts & Culture, and shares its 
exhibitions both on its GA&C page and on its website. 
 
For an example of an ArtsWestchester virtual exhibition with Google: 
On ArtsWestchester’s website: https://artswestchester.org/2020-give-us-the-vote-a-virtual-exhibition/  
On its GA&C Page: https://g.co/arts/z3wo2jStD1rUQMUU8  
 

mailto:Lhanley@artswestchester.org
https://zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_LwtIXiebRmGqo9hrk7LceA
https://zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_FHWMpcR3Qwup18_MtiRKRg
https://patriciavargas.com/how-to-photograph-your-art-with-your-phone/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S0g4a1Ge-Ds
https://www.artworkarchive.com/blog/4-steps-to-photographing-your-art-like-a-professional
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AMaUhKJgQv0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NEJC_-MdMV8
https://artswestchester.org/2020-give-us-the-vote-a-virtual-exhibition/
https://g.co/arts/z3wo2jStD1rUQMUU8
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The partnership with GA&C increases the accessibility of our arts programming through reaching border, more 
diverse audiences. In addition, the exhibition and story-telling tools allow us to engage with assets from other GA&C 
partners to further animate and contextualize the works we present online or in person.  
 
Once an image is published on ArtsWestchester’s GA&C site, it is visible to all GA&C partners and users. Google 
and other partners may use published images to promote the platform, to enable users to find content on GA&C, or 
in creation of GA&C stories/exhibitions. The licensing to use images on GA&C is non-exclusive, and GA&C does 
not retain any rights over images.  
 
ArtsWestchester is responsible for the selection and organization of its GA&C content, and has sole editorial control 
of its Content. To meet Google’s image requirements, ArtsWestchester may need to make some adjustments to 
images the Artist provides, or may elect to use its own image of your work (i.e., an in-gallery installation 
photograph.) ArtsWestchester will send the Artist the image for final approval prior to “publishing” in our collection. It 
is also possible for ArtsWestchester to attribute multiple images to a single work.  
 
 
All rights in the image shall remain with the artist and ArtsWestchester. Whenever an image is used by 
ArtsWestchester, Google, or a GA&C partner, all metadata ascribed to the image, including the assigned rights and 
credits shall appear with the image.  
 
Google will not offer any features designed to enable Users to download Content from ArtsWestchester’s 
or other Partner’s GA&C sites. Content hosted on GA&C shall be used solely for non-commercial purposes. The 
Platform is designed to educate, illuminate, and engage a global audience through the sharing of cultural assets. 
Google will not charge fees for, display advertisements alongside, or otherwise monetize Platform Content on the 
Cultural Institute websites or mobile app “Google Arts & Culture”. 
 
 
 
 
 
 


