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ArtsNews (artsw.org), your guide to arts and culture in Westchester County, NY, is published by 
ARTSWESTCHESTER, a private, not-for-profit organization established in 1965. The largest of its 
kind in New York State, it serves more than 150 cultural organizations, numerous school districts, 
hundreds of artists, and audiences numbering more than one million. The goal of ArtsWestchester 
is to ensure the availability, accessibility, and diversity of the arts in Westchester.
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Dear Readers,
Thank you for taking a few moments to read this 
edition of ArtsNews. As we begin to spend more 
time indoors and prepare for the holiday season, 
I want to encourage all of you to enjoy the many 
events that ArtsWestchester has to offer. We have 

faced a difficult year. Many of our arts events were canceled or postponed 
because of the pandemic, but they have not disappeared. I hope you take 
some time to explore these events and that they provide you with joy this 
winter. ArtsWestchester will be providing a robust schedule of strong 
programming offered by arts groups throughout the County, including:

• an upcoming major expansion of a top Westchester museum (see page A6) 
• arts events to celebrate the holidays from home (see page A18)
• ways to support your local arts businesses with your holiday shopping (A20)

We could all use a few moments of respite, and we have many wonderful 
opportunities to explore within our own County. As we patiently await our return 
to “normal,” remember that the arts are here to help heal us, and the arts will 
still be here for us when we get through this crisis stronger than ever before. 

Sincerely, 
George Latimer
Westchester County Executive

FROM THE CEO
by Janet Langsam, 

ArtsWestchester CEOContents
A4 A SNAPSHOT OF THE ARTS  A SNAPSHOT OF THE ARTS  

IN WESTCHESTER COUNTYIN WESTCHESTER COUNTY

When I was a girl growing up 
in Far Rockaway, it was wartime. 
My parents worried that German 
submarines would be coming 
across the Atlantic Ocean to our 
beaches. They would sit for hours 
in front of the living room radio, 
hanging on every word from the 
frontline.  Now it is wartime again 
in America. Only this time, it’s a 
war against an invisible enemy 
that we can’t see, but we know 
can kill us. And now it’s me, glued 
to the television, watching a 
rising death toll and wondering 
whether a divided America can 
battle this disease to the ground.  
And, to what end?  Can we go 
back to the way of life in which 
music and art flourished?  More 
to the point, will our way of life be 
there for us to go back to?  Make 
no mistake, in this moment we 
are fighting for our way of lives.

All across America, 
organizations like 
ArtsWestchester are fighting to 
open our theaters, bring back 
music and dance lessons for our 
kids and watch films, not alone at 
home but together with friends… 
Imagine the sheer luxury of 
spending a day at the museum?

The arts are suffering like 
never before. In a quick and 
thoroughly unscientific survey, 
we determined that 50% of 
Westchester arts organizations 
are struggling financially.

Perhaps large and well-
positioned organizations like the 

Met and MOMA will survive. 
But, what about the local 
theater group that performs in 
the Armonk library or the visual 
artists that go into the Yonkers 
schools or the outdoor mural 
at the White Plains Housing 
Authority, or the PJS Jazz Society 
concerts in a Mount Vernon 
church? ArtsWestchester, with 
support from Westchester 
County Government, keeps these 
cultural gatherings (now virtual) 
alive for all who come. And the 
truth is that the gathering is as 
important as the music and the 
art. These are the things we call 
our way of life. These are the 
soul of our communities. Make no 
mistake, although we will try, not 
every beloved arts group of the 
hundreds that ArtsWestchester 
supports will survive. Nationally, 
the coronavirus has so far dealt 
an estimated economic blow 
of $14 billion to America’s arts 
and cultural sector. And here 
in Westchester, our cultural 
organizations are hanging tough, 
counting the days when they 
can be fully open and once more 
welcoming  audiences.  The 
question that many people ask: 
Will these wonderful cultural 
destinations we love so much be 
there for us when COVID is gone? 
The answer is – only if we care 
enough.  So please…send a little 
love to the arts community. They 
need it now. 

A Way of Life to Go Back To

Don’t miss Janet’s weekly blog posts at: thisandthatbyjl.com
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Young residents from White Plains Housing Authority helped to design and create 
a mural on the construction walls at the Winbrook/Brookfield Commons

http://www.artswestchester.org
https://www.thisandthatbyjl.com/
https://www.thisandthatbyjl.com/
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In these days of COVID-19, ArtsWestchester did a thoroughly unscientific survey of the state of the arts in Westchester. Here are some 
takeaways from the 57 respondents: 87 percent of the organizations have not fared well financially; 63 percent have lost more than half their 
revenue; 80 percent have converted programs to digital; 62 percent said that the transition to digital programming was difficult; 65 percent said 
they would continue offering virtual programs beyond the pandemic. Kudos to Westchester County Government for their support. 

A SNAPSHOT OF THE ARTS  

IN WESTCHESTER COUNTY

We’re so lucky this year that, for 
the first time, we are allowed to 
participate in the Art$WChallenge. 
Our main source of funding is our 
yearly fundraising gala, and it 
can’t happen this year. So far we 
collected almost $5,000. That may be 
small money for big organizations, 
but for us it’s really important.

Kinga Lesniak,  
Nowodworski Foundation

We have a deep gratitude for all that Westchester County Government and ArtsWestchester 
have done in sustaining Hudson Stage Company for these past 22 years. We wouldn't survive 
without their support. County funds have made it possible for us to stay alive, grow and thrive. 
With the pandemic raging around us, and the uncertainty of our future, I am reminded of Stella 
Adler's quote: 'Life beats down and crushes the soul, and art reminds you that you have one!'

Denise Bessette,  
Hudson Stage Company

Organizations like mine rely on arts funding to provide arts 
and cultural programs in the underserved communities of 
Westchester. It has helped us to present film screenings 
and educational workshops to local students, families and 
seniors for whom the arts would otherwise not be available.

Dave Steck,  
YoFiFest

Twice a week, dozens of seniors living with 
Parkinson’s Disease log into Zoom and dance in their 
homes, separated by space but brought together by 
music, dance and friendship. These classes, like so 
any of our programs, are free. They simply wouldn't 
be possible without support from the County.

Adam Levi,  
Rye Arts Center

There are many unknowns when 
transitioning to virtual events, but the 
Art$WChallenge program has energized 
our outreach and is helping us to reach the 
fundraising goal for our upcoming event.

Katherine Vockins,  
Rehabilitation Through the Arts

All of us at Historic Hudson Valley are heartened by the recommended two percent increase 
in funding for ArtsWestchester in the 2021 County Budget. Supporting the arts through 
ArtsWestchester has a direct and profound impact on the artists who interpret the world around 
us, the businesses that benefit from ancillary spending in their communities, and the visitors who 
rely on the enriching events and programs that our cultural and historic organizations provide.

Waddell Stillman,  
Historic Hudson Valley 

We greatly appreciate ArtsWestchester’s efforts to keep 
arts front-and-center in the County during these difficult 
times. With the current rise in COVID-19 cases pushing 
the day that we can again welcome audiences to our 
theaters further into the future, this funding becomes 
ever so more important.

Seth Soloway,  
Performing Arts Center at Purchase College

The Katonah Museum of Art relies on funding 
from Westchester County to help us to continue 
offering exceptional exhibitions and innovative 
educational programs for our community. We 
are very grateful for the support.

Michael Gitlitz,  
Katonah Museum of Art

There needs to 
be a lot more help 
in getting venues 
to reopen, and/or 
financial support to 
stay open, in order 
to be able be here 
when this all settles.

Anonymous

The vocal arts organizations of Westchester 
are in danger of dissolution--we fully 
anticipate the loss/reorganization/merger of 
some of our groups in the coming year. What 
rises up from the ashes will be different.

Hudson Chorale 

Remote programming 
can help us reach 
more older adults who 
don't have access to 
community facilities.

Lifetime Arts

People very much 
wanted to be back at the 
gallery and immersed in 
art. It was touching and 
really gave us a sense of 
pride about what we do 
and how it impacts.

Urban Studio Unbound

Receiving a PPP Loan was 
a huge help financially 
and the support from our 
alums has been another 
financial support. Our 
faculty, board and staff 
has been tremendous. 

Shelley Grantham,  
Steffi Nossen School of Dance
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A West Wing 
with Sweeping 
Views of the 
Palisades and 
Hudson River
by Catherine White

For over 100 years, the Hudson River Museum has been home to an 
extensive collection of regional and broader American artwork that 
has cultivated the minds of its visitors – all while situated right next to 
the Hudson River and Palisades. Now, the museum will capitalize on 
that history with its West Wing expansion.

This expansion, which broke ground in November, will increase 
the museum from 40,000 to 52,000 square feet. The renovation will 
include long-awaited additions, including special exhibition galleries, 
an auditorium, art storage, a sculpture court and a new River Terrace. 
Subsequent renovations will include the restoration of the Museum's 
historic Glenview Home and a roof repair.

The expansion will be funded by a previously allocated $12.28M 
from Westchester County, the City of Yonkers and New York State. 
The museum will be fully operational during the anticipated two-year 
process.Rendering by Archimuse

It’s going to open 
up countless new 

possibilities.
Masha Turchinsky,  

Director and CEO at Hudson River Museum

http://hrm.org
https://www.hrm.org/the-new-improved-hrm/
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Archimuse, led by architects Benjamin Kracauer, AIA, and Reuben 
Jackson, RA, will lead the design of the expansion. The firm has 
completed projects for many well-known museums, such as the 
Metropolitan Museum of Art and the Carnegie Museum of Art.

For Archimuse, this project is the culmination of a long-term plan 
that began almost 20 years ago. Said Kracauer: “We started working 
with the Hudson River Museum in 2002 on a master plan that plotted 
the growth of the Museum over the next 20 years. Every part of that 
master plan has been built except for the West Wing.” He added: 
“The first component... [created] the lobby, which unified the museum 

and showed that [the museum] was a campus...of beautiful buildings 
working together and the West Wing is the final piece of the puzzle.” 

Totaling 3,350 square feet, the special exhibition galleries will be 
a 15-foot-tall facility that will accommodate a wide range of rotating 
exhibitions and will allow the museum to show off more of its personal 
collection. 

According to the Museum’s Director and CEO, Masha Turchinsky: 
“Once we have these new galleries, the exciting part is that we’re 
going to be afforded the opportunity to thoughtfully reinterpret our 
existing permanent collection in those spaces. So the end result will 

be that the public will get to experience far more of the permanent 
collection than it ever has in the history of the institution.”

Centered in this novel gallery will be a cantilevered glass overlook, 
which will allow visitors to enjoy a three-sided panoramic view of the 
adjacent Hudson River and Palisades. 

“What we are particularly excited about is building world-class 
art galleries that will also have spaces with sweeping views of the 
Palisades and the River,” Turchinsky said. “At the same time, it’s going 
to open up countless new possibilities to feature world-class artists, 
emerging artists whose names deserve to be better known, and also 

create some significant juxtapositions with our permanent collection.”
The sculpture court, which will have a view of the museum’s 

courtyard, Glenview and the Hudson River, will be a space dedicated to 
displaying the museum’s sculptures, which have been rarely seen due 
to a lack of space. 

The 3,000-square-foot art storage will meet the requirements 
imposed by lender organizations and the American Alliance of 
Museums so that the museum’s art can be safe and the storage can 
conform to professional standards. Turchinsky explained that her HRM 
team is specifically enthusiastic about the art storage and how it will 

feature

Rendering by Archimuse

[Hudson River Museum is] a campus...of beautiful buildings working 
together and the West Wing is the final piece of the puzzle. 

Benjamin Kracauer, AIA 
Architect at Archimuse

positively impact the museum as a whole, 
given that they have so far had to compromise 
with storage space.

The addition of the 100-seat auditorium, 
which will adhere to the natural cascading 
grade, will allow a space for multimedia 
performances and presentations. Guests 
will also be able to walk right outside the 
auditorium onto a new and improved River 
Terrace. 

The River Terrace, which will be upgraded 
from the current outdoor patio with a new 
concrete slab and glass parapet, will connect 
the auditorium to the existing Hudson Room, 
where special events take place.

Turchinsky is enthusiastic that this 
expansion will even further expose the 
Westchester community to accessible world-
class art.

“We are very grateful to Westchester 
County, the City of Yonkers and New York State 
for coming together to sponsor this important 
project,” she said. “This is an incredible 
investment in the arts, and a recognition that 
cultural organizations are not just nice things 
to have, but [that they] lift up and elevate 
communities. Also that access to arts and 
culture encourages critical thinking skills, 
encourages forward-thinking dialogue and 
is a respectful space for people to come 
and debate important topics. So we’re really 
excited that these new spaces will allow for 
that.”

Yonkers Mayor Mike Spano with Hudson River Museum Director and CEO Masha Turchinsky at Hudson River Museum's  
groundbreaking (photo credit: Barbara Hansen)
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A Message From Wynton Marsalis
I’m Wynton Marsalis, the Managing and Artistic Director of Jazz at Lincoln Center, 

and I'm so pleased to send this message in celebration of my great friends at Entergy 
as they are being honored this evening for their twenty-five year commitment to 
supporting ArtsWestchester. They are fantastic. I love them so much and they have 
such soul and feeling. Jazz at Lincoln Center has a very long and special history with 
Entergy. They have supported our concerts, educational programs and our community 
events for almost 20 years. The time passes so quickly. They understand at a very, very, 
deep level the importance of the arts in our civic lives and also the importance of the 
arts to us as individuals, the arts and our humanity and the 
true spirit of community.

Remembering Hurricane Katrina
I can remember it like it was just yesterday, when we 

were in the midst of another major national catastrophe that 
impacted so many of our citizens. I'm talking about Hurricane 
Katrina in 2005. Everybody felt it. My hometown of New 
Orleans was devastated and those of us beyond the Delta 
and all over the country really felt the impact of losing a 
major American city in this way. People opened their hearts 
to us, citizens did, but I have to say Entergy was one of the 
very first companies to join us at Jazz at Lincoln Center 
rallying to do something for the people and to give them 

some financial and spiritual support during this terrible time 
and it will never be forgotten. They did so much to help 

us uplift the community of artists.

The Pandemic: Another Pivotal Moment
Now, the pandemic… You know the jazz community has been 

hit so hard. Musicians can't tour, can't perform…Jazz clubs, 
which always struggle, are really in danger of going under 

completely. The entire performing arts are struggling. 
But jazz…we're having a very, very, hard time. We 
find ourselves at another pivotal moment in time, 
where our commitment to our own beliefs, and our 
responsibility to those beliefs and to one another, is 
greatly, greatly, challenged.

A Time That Requires Solutions
 We`re facing all kinds of political corruption. 

We’re facing racial and social unrest… and that's 
added to the problems that we have with the 
pandemic, and all of our challenges have just simply 
become too large for us to turn away. This is a time 

that requires our attention, our energy, our expertise. It is a time that requires solutions 
to so many problems that those solutions will not come from one place. It has to come 
from all of us. It's a time for participation and that's why it is also a time for the arts. 
Not just on the individual level, but also on the community level. We have to all be a 
part of this. You know jazz music is a music that’s inescapably hopeful and it's infused 
with the ability to uplift, to inspire, to energize and to unite. Its fundamentals provide a 
blueprint to help us combat the prejudice and racial injustice that continues to haunt 
our nation and to stain our soul.

Jazz: A History of People Coming Together
Jazz was one of the first aspects of American social life 

to be purposefully integrated in the 20th century, with Benny 
Goodman and the fantastic concert that he did in Chicago in 
the mid-1930s.  Jazz has a history of people coming together. 
It harmonizes the interests of individuals and the collective, it 
underscores the importance of collaboration and teamwork, 
but it also has what is called “the Blues,” which tells us: 
while things may be bad, let's look squarely at them and 
understand that we can use our will to rise above our 
difficulties, no matter what they may be. 

The Blues, in a strange way, is like a vaccine, you give 
yourself a little bit of what's coming and it helps you to fend 
off the real thing when it comes along. So I know we're 
looking for a vaccine right at this time for this pandemic, but 
our eternal life and our spiritual life and those things that 

cannot be touched by disease, always needs to be nourished and the blues aesthetic is 
something that has healed the world for over a hundred years. 

We Can Improvise and Be Creative
Jazz music also symbolizes the global effort to overcome class exploitation. It insists 

on optimism in the face of overwhelming adversity and it is profoundly relevant for 
these current times. We're fractured and we're uncertain, but jazz is certain. It tells 
us that we can come together and we can improvise and be creative.  That we can be 
technically excellent and virtuous, and come up with something that only we can come 
up with and that is defined in many ways.

Safeguarding the Arts 
I want to again send my deepest, most heartfelt congratulations to Entergy and this 

evening’s other honorees for their commitment to stewarding and safeguarding the arts 
through ArtsWestchester.

To my longtime friends at Entergy, you are leaders and we recognize your legacy of 
arts support and the 20-plus-year example of being the epitome of a corporate citizen 
in New York City and all around this country. We are inspired by your work, your great 
deeds. We are inspired by you and we will never forget and we love you. Thank you.

We're fractured and 
we're uncertain, but jazz 
is certain. It tells us that 
we can come together 
and we can improvise 

and be creative.

THE IMPORTANCE OF THE ARTS IN OUR CIVIC LIVES
A MESSAGE FROM WYNTON MARSALIS

Wynton Marsalis (photo credit: Joe Martinez)
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What is a residency? An incubator. Permission 
to focus solely on creative pursuits; and now 
more than ever, a rejuvenation.“Even remotely, 
virtually, singularly: this simple connection has 
been driving each of us further than even we 
planned ourselves. How magical is that?,” said 
artist Cherie Lee, whose artist residency at 
Bethany Arts Community (BAC) took place during 
the COVID-19 pandemic.

Typically, artist residencies serve as a place away from everyday 
distractions; a time to reflect and discover. They provide artists 
an opportunity to meet fellow artists: to draw inspiration, share 
techniques and expand community. However, over the summer, 
BAC was forced to revisit its plans of hosting thirty artists who were 
supposed to live, eat and create on its Ossining campus in the fall.

The organization launched its first annual artist residency program 
in 2019, offering short-term multi-disciplinary residencies to artists 
from around the world to develop new works and works-in-progress. 
In 2020, when the pandemic began, BAC reduced the size of its 

by Abigail Lewis, Executive Director at Bethany Arts Community

Adapting the Artist 
Residency in the 

Time of Covid

spotlight

program, and provided each artist with their own apartment, a studio, 
and plenty of room to safely eat together. Photographer Julia Forest 
says: “COVID-19 has made me uninspired and worried. It was so 
wonderful to just take time away from that and focus on creating.” 
Forest used her time at Bethany to shoot in local landscapes, using 
mirrors and forced perspectives.

BAC put every health guideline into action: participants self-
isolated prior to the start of the program and completed daily health 
checks while on site. In addition, a virtual residency was launched 
to accommodate those whose participation was no longer possible 
due to travel restrictions. Virtual participants were based in Nigeria, 
Belgium, India, England, and states across the U.S. The artists shared 
their work through images, videos and reflections in a Slack channel, 
prompting feedback and encouragement from their peers.

Visual artist Chigozie Obi joined from Lagos, Nigeria and worked on 

Smile Na by Chigozie Obi

Sculpture by Cherie Lee

her 48” mixed-media painting in the midst of violent protests. She says: 
“The virtual residency helped to take my mind off of the protests and 
events happening in my country. Creating the work, reading through 
the Slack messages and interacting with other participants gave 
me some moments of peace amidst chaos.”  During their stay, each 
artist is required to create at least one public program, this year on 
Facebook Live, which is accessible to the outside community. Obi will 
give an artist talk on December 13.

Brice Garrett used his time at Bethany to create an online 
interactive platform to explore how our relationship with materials 
and objects have shifted during COVID. “Usually I work with materials, 
process, and in the round. Since some of this wasn’t fully possible 
this year, it was important for me to keep the interaction and process 

elements that the viewer experiences.” Garrett will share his 
community-driven project on December 17.

Cinematographer Anantha Krishnan will discuss his artistic process 
and share clips from his work-in-progress film on December 10. His 
project explores the problems that inform and threaten democracies 
around the world.

Cherie Lee, who creates intricate carvings with high-speed rotary 
equipment to transform ostrich eggshells into small-scale, subtractive 
sculptures, will have an artist talk on December 3. According to 
Lee: "There was no push or pull or plea or force. There was only 
an introduction, a proverbial handshake, and suddenly a scattered 
collection of myriad persons stretching to grow beyond themselves, 
together alone. It’s beautiful. And inspiring.”

COVID-19 has made me uninspired and worried. It was so 
wonderful to just take time away from that and focus on creating. 

Julia Forest 
Photographer

https://bethanyarts.org/
https://bethanyarts.org/calendar/air2020-chigozie-obi/
https://bethanyarts.org/calendar/air2020-brice-garrett-artist-talk/
https://bethanyarts.org/calendar/air2020-anantha-krishnan/
https://bethanyarts.org/calendar/air2020-cherie-lee/
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This past summer, when Ridge Hill Shopping Center, Yonkers’ 
shopping and entertainment destination, was planning its phased 
reopening, it looked to long-time partner ArtsWestchester for a 
different approach. With gatherings on pause and new vacancies to 
address, “Outdoor Art 2020” emerged as an arts-infused strategy for 
welcoming shoppers and diners back to the property. The project, 
which includes murals, signage and expanded pedestrian spaces, 
offers replicable models for businesses, Business Improvement 
Districts and Main Streets that are rethinking how to differentiate 
themselves during a time when outdoor space is so critical to 
economic sustainability and community development. 

Market Street is Ridge Hill’s main artery. However, to allow for 

better social distancing, the property converted the majority of this 
roadway into a pedestrian zone. Restaurants gained more outdoor 
space for seating and shoppers could more easily practice distancing 
guidelines on the widened walkway. 

By October 2020, the project had added four new murals and a 
series of banners to an existing collection of public art. There are 
plans for future murals and informative artist-designed signage still to 
come. 

The first art project unveiled as part of “Outdoor Art 2020” was 
designed to transform the airspace above the new pedestrian zone.  
ArtsWestchester invited local artists to submit designs that would be 
produced as banners and installed on lamp posts along Market Street. 

by Kathleen Reckling, Deputy Director of Public Programs at ArtsWestchester
CreativeReopening

Yonkers artist Alfredo Ponce won the competitive selection process, 
and his collection of works, titled Community, were unveiled in July.    

Murals became a colorful and hopeful solution to new vacancies 
on the property. Empty storefronts that were boarded up with plywood 
were transformed into exuberant destinations, emblazoned with 
colorful designs and messages like “Welcome.” Muralists include 
Andrea von Bujdoss and Danielle Mastrion. Planters painted by White 
Plains artist Ann Ladd through an earlier collaboration between Ridge 
Hill and ArtsWestchester dot the sidewalks with color and seasonal 
plantings. 

"Outdoor Art 2020" features original temporary and permanent 
artworks by Hudson Valley artists that enliven the streetscape, promote 

a safe environment and bring shoppers back to the space. Public art 
is a tried and tested economic driver. Successful examples include 
Wynwood in Miami and Bushwick, Brooklyn. Barricades around 
sidewalk dining nooks, vacant storefronts, lamp posts and utility boxes 
are just some of the blank canvases that offer opportunities for artists 
to create moments of joy for businesses and their patrons…and one 
might say a little joy is good for business.

Ella, a mural by artist Danielle Mastrion at Ridge Hill Shopping Center, transformed Fitzgerald Street earlier this year
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exhibition.  The wall text reads: “Unconstrained by tradition or the 
need to balance form and function, artists working today view clay 
as a radical medium for experimentation and expression.” Five of the 
ten artists in this group happen to be women, who had been largely 
excluded from the history of ceramics in Japan until recently. Futamura 
Yoshimi’s Big Birth, a large stoneware sculpture with porcelain slip, 
reigns in the room and brings to mind a mighty tree that is about to 

bring forth some form of life, while also unveiling the primal properties 
of the material itself.  That strength and earthiness is contrasted by the 
delicacy of Shingu Sayaka’s flower sculpture, which is so intricate that 
it is hard to believe it is made of a material that is dug from the earth.

In the left-hand gallery is "Modern Interpretations of Traditional 
Regional Ceramics,” which includes functional vessels by craftsmen 
who are working today but still use traditional methods and materials. 

In this section are the crusty yet 
undeniably beautiful wood-fired works 
that revel in the imperfect and the 
unpredictability of the material, often 
described by the Japanese aesthetic 
wabi-sabi. 

Then, Modern Uses of Traditional 
Glazes features artists who create 
non-functional, sculptural work with 
interesting, modern forms but use 
traditional glazes like celadon. One of the 
most exquisite works in the exhibition is 
by the youngest artist. Born in 1987, Kino 
Satoshi’s Fall Wind-Eye, a celadon-glazed 
porcelain feat that defies gravity, sits 
nearby Yagi Akira’s celadon nesting bowls, 
which are technically functional, but the 
smallest bowl holds less than a teaspoon. 
One sculptural, the other functional; both 
are a study of precision and abstraction 
rooted in Japanese tradition and aesthetic.  

As a whole, Hands & Clay uncovers 
the breadth of what is happening in 
contemporary ceramics in Japan. It helps 
its viewers to understand a place in which 
clay has been rooted in the culture for 
generations, revered for what it is today 
and always has been – a marvel. 

feature

Rooted in rich traditions, yet freed from political constraints, the 
artists in Katonah Museum of Art (KMA)’s Hands & Earth: Perspectives 
on Japanese Contemporary Ceramics exhibition represent a wide 
range of innovation. On view through January 24, 2021, the show 
features 41 pieces of contemporary Japanese ceramics drawn from 
one of the largest and most 
prestigious private collections 
of modern and contemporary 
Japanese ceramics outside of 
Japan – the Carol and Jeffrey 
Horvitz Collection. Collected 
over a period of ten-to-fifteen 
years from galleries and artists 
around the world, the gathering 
of objects in this exhibition 
reveals not only the breadth and 
depth of what clay can do, but it 
also shines a light on the shifting 
cultural journey that Japanese 
ceramic artists have taken over 
the past seventy years. 

Though the exhibition spans 
seven decades and shows a 
huge diversity of form, color, 
surface and content, it is the 
thread of a common culture and 
history that connects all of the 
works. This strong thread makes 
the fact that the exhibition is 
separated into four sections hard 
to see at first. The transitions 
are seamless. In the right-hand 
gallery, KMA’s Assistant Curator 
of Exhibitions and Programs, 
Emily Handlin, made a bold move 
and placed the most contrasting 

groups of objects together: “On the Shoulders of Giants” showcases 
all the functional mingei and pre-21st century ceramics, while “Non-
Traditional Forms” features the most recent and innovative sculptures. 
The similar color palettes and a consistent reference to nature is what 
makes the works belong together in the same room.  

The mengei movement of the 
1920s and ‘30s is considered 
to have “set the stage for the 
modern era” in Japanese 
ceramics. Artists of this era 
revitalized ceramic traditions that 
were on the verge of extinction. A 
giant in this movement, Hamada 
Shōji, whose unassuming though 
glorious iron-glazed jar sits quietly 
amongst other early functional 
vessels in the exhibition, attained 
unsurpassed recognition at 
home and abroad for his simple 
approach to functional ceramics. 
Hamada influenced hundreds of 
Western potters and his legacy 
continues to do so today.

Andrew Maske, Associate 
Professor of Art History at the 
University of Kentucky, declares 
in his Hands & Earth catalog 
essay that “the end of World War 
II truly marks the beginning of 
contemporary ceramics in Japan.” 
Newly exposed to influences 
from around the world, Japanese 
artists felt they had the freedom 
to think and work differently. We 
see evidence of this in the “Non-
Traditional Forms” section of the 

by Leigh Taylor Mickelson

The Shifting Cultural Journey 
of Japanese Ceramics

HAMADA SHŌJI (1894-1978) Untitled, ca. 1960  
Amber iron-glazed stoneware  

11.25 x 11 inches  
© Hamada Shōji, photograph by Richard Goodbody, courtesy Joan B. Mirviss 

SHINGŪ SAYAKA (b. 1979) Erosion, 2014  
Colored stoneware  
7.8 x 16.5 x 14.3 inches  
© Shingū Sakaya, photograph by Yuko Weiner, courtesy Dai Ichi Arts 
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December 4

Rock the Halls! Holiday Hits
Families will be “rockin’ around the Christmas tree” at home during 
Irvington Theater’s virtual holiday concert on December 4. The 
Theater will stream a recording of last year’s sold-out Holiday 
Celebration concert for audiences to enjoy while they wrap stocking 
stuffers and decorate their homes. Musicians Parker Reilly and the 
Electric Stories, known for their lively renditions of songs from the 
1960s and ‘70s, will perform lesser-known holiday rock tunes and 
classic seasonal songs from Chuck Berry, Darlene Love and more. 

December 5 through January 2 (Saturdays)

Holiday Readings by the Pandemic Players 
Leading into the new year, no matter which Saturday afternoon one 
tunes into Zoom, they’ll be entertained by classic stories told by 
consummate actors. The Pandemic Players, a group presented by 
Schoolhouse Theater, is dedicated to providing plays to audiences, 
even while theaters are closed. Afternoon readings this winter 
bring the joy of the holidays into listeners’ lives with selections that 
include The Gift of the Magi by O. Henry (December 5), A Christmas 
Carol by Charles Dickens (December 19), and even This Wonderful 
Life by Steve Murray, Frances Goodrich and Mark Setlock (January 
2), for which the Theater’s artistic director, Bram Lewis, will read the 
parts of all the citizens of Bedford Falls.

December 11-13

Santa’s Holiday Extravaganza
This kid-friendly holiday event by White Plains Performing Arts 
Center will celebrate the holidays with a selection of pre-recorded 
songs, stories and traditions on Zoom, featuring performances by 
professional singers and dancers. It all culminates in a reading of 
‘Twas the Night Before Christmas by none other than Mrs. Claus, 
followed by a special live appearance by Santa. Each screen will be 
permitted two minutes alone with Santa to get a screenshot with the 
guest of honor. 

 

December 13

Home for the Holidays!
The Westchester Chordsmen have cemented their place in 
Westchester with their serenades. This year, a virtual winter holiday 
concert will bring their lively spirit into the homes of those who want 
to channel the holiday spirit. The chorus, including some quartets, 
will sing everyone’s favorite holiday tunes, as well as some originals.  
The live performance by up to 65 singers (depending on the song), 
will include Jingle Bells, Winter Wonderland, Ave Maria, and more. 
Though this is a free concert, there are several paid packages 
available, which include items like a CD, tickets to the group’s next 
live performance, and a custom video. 

The Nutcracker Virtual Matinee
Picture House Regional Film Center’s The Nutcracker Magical 
Matinee will bring the magic of the holiday season to families at 
home on December 13. This year, the Center has converted its 
annual in-person performance to a pre-recorded production by the 
ballerinas, instructors and professional dancers from the Ballet Arts 
dance company. Performers in full costume, and wearing masks to 
follow health regulations, will bring the timeless holiday ballet and 
Tchaikovsky’s beloved score to life.

There’s No Place Like Home for the Holidays Messiah in Your Living Room

Jitterbugs: Jazz for Kids (Holiday Edition)
On December 13, Jazz Forum Arts will host a holiday edition of its 
ongoing Jitterbugs: Jazz for Kids program for families with children 
aged two through seven. The Zoom class, led by early childhood 
educator and cellist Jody Redhage Ferber, will encourage children 
and their families to learn about jazz and its various styles through 
storytelling, movement, instruments and interactive music games. 
Ferber will also be joined by special guest and saxophonist Tia Fuller 
during the 30-minute class.

December 19

The Best Concordia Conservatory Christmas: The Movie 
Theaters may be closed for now due to COVID-19, but the Concordia 
Conservatory at Concordia College will bring the stage to audiences of 
all ages on December 19. The Conservatory will broadcast a new film 
version of its annual Community Holiday Musical production that will 
contain a timely, moving message. Viewers at home will follow current 
and past cast members of the Conservatory's Community Musical as 
they sadly discover that there will be no performance due to the COVID-
19 pandemic. Reminiscing about past shows, the cast begins to uncover 
the “best” holiday production yet by performing their favorite musical 
numbers. 

December 4

Messiah (Part 1)
New Choral Society

The New Choral Society will present its 27th annual Messiah 
(Part 1), which was recorded live in November, complete with 
the refined acoustics of the Hitchcock Presbyterian Church 
in Scarsdale. The recording will debut on December 4 and 
remain available for viewing throughout December.

December 6

Messiah Sing-Along
Westchester Oratorio Society

Westchester Oratorio Society will present a free live-streamed 
“Scratch” Messiah, a performance in which the audience 
contributes as chorus members alongside the professionals.

Dress rehearsal with Ballet Arts for Picture House Regional Film Center's screening of The Nutcracker, 12/13 (photo courtesy of Picture House Regional Film Center)

holiday

Though Handel’s Messiah was initially written as an Easter 
song, the oratorio has since become synonymous with 
Christmas. For many, it is a symbolic gong that ushers in the 
holiday season, with its booming crescendos, passionate 
arias and the groundswell of joy it produces. It’s no wonder 
some choral groups and orchestra have taken to performing 
the work annually. This year, two groups will resurrect their 
annual performances of Messiah, albeit virtually, bringing 
joy to the living rooms of their listeners. 

http://Irvingtontheater.com
http://siteline.vendini.com/site/TheSchoolhouseTheater.org/the-pandemic-players
https://wppac.com/shows/santas-holiday-extravaganza/
https://wppac.com/shows/santas-holiday-extravaganza/
https://chordsmen.org/shows/
http://thepicturehouse.org
http://jazzforumarts.org/jitterbugs
http://concordia-ny.edu/conservatory
http://concordia-ny.edu/conservatory
http://www.newchoralsociety.org/messiah
http://www.newchoralsociety.org/messiah
https://westchesteroratorio.org/
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6 Unusual Holiday Gifts You Can Buy at Cultural Places in Westchester

1 Pop Roxx Gem Tall Threaders
by Tara Locklear

Tara Locklear's designs, inspired by urban 
landscapes, are comprised of industrial and 
re-purposed materials. These earrings ($95) 
are hand-carved and made from reclaimed 
skateboards with hand-fabricated oxidized 
sterling silver findings. Locklear is one of 16 
international artists whose work is featured in 
the Katonah Museum of Art’s virtual jewelry 
show. 

at Virtual KMA Jewelry Show 2020 | December 1-4

2 Sunshine
by Mitchell Visoky

In Mitchell Visoky’s fused glassworks, he layers 
colors and translucency, a process that can be 
seen in his paintings and mixed-media pieces 
as well.  During its annual Gift of Art Show, this 
year online, Mamaroneck Artists Guild will be 
exhibiting art and fine crafts by its artist members, 
including Visoky’s Sunshine sculpture ($700), all of 
which will be available for purchase.

at MAG Online Holiday Gift of Art Show | December 1-31

5 Mugs
by Wesley Brown

These mugs ($80 each) are both sculptural and functional. In his own words, 
artist Wesley Brown says that he “acts upon clay with passion to create works 
that memorialize struggle, trial and triumph.” Brown’s work and the work of other 
local and nationally recognized artists are available for purchase at Clay Art 
Center’s Clay Holiday Show, perfect for holiday gift-giving as well as for items for 
one's own use. Shop online & by appointment (40 Beech Street, Port Chester).

at Clay Art Center Clay Holiday Show | Through December 21

4 Music Hall Holiday Ornament

Although it isn’t a boutique, I couldn’t pass up the 
opportunity to mention Tarrytown Music Hall’s limited edition 
Music Hall ornament ($25) available online.  After all, it’s the 
organization’s 135th birthday!  Who wouldn’t want to have a 
piece of Westchester history on their Christmas tree? 
All proceeds support this historic nonprofit. 

at Tarrytown Musical Hall | Through December 31

3 Big Buggers 
by Christina Massey

Brooklyn artist Christina Massey uses repurposed 
aluminum and other materials in her art and handmade 
items. In fact, Big Buggers ($250) is made of 
trimmings from Massey`s bigger pieces, making them: 
repurposed trimmings of repurposed aluminum (made 
from craft beer cans). Can you get more upcycled?  
You can buy items by Massey and other artists 
in-person at the Pelham Art Center Art Boutique (155 
Fifth Ave, Pelham): Mon-Fri 10am-5pm; Sat 10am-4pm.

at Pelham Art Center Art Boutique | Through December 23

6 John Jay`s Bedford House Holiday Ornament
by Lela Phillips

This unique holiday ornament ($14) has a watercolor of John Jay's historic 
Bedford House painted by local artist Lela Phillips. John Jay Homestead has 
expanded its selection of merchandise for the holidays to include many gift items 
that feature images of the House, Bedford Farm and the newly installed historic 
wallpaper found in John Jay's Office. The holiday gift shop is located in the 
Ballroom of the Main House (400 Jay St., Katonah, NY): Sat 10am-2pm.

at John Jaỳ s Homestead Holiday Shop |Through December 26  

Holiday shopping experiences will look different this year, but the artistic merit of the items featured by local arts groups remains 
high. Shopping locally from cultural institutions is a great way to support the arts while checking one-of-a-kind items off of your holiday 
gift list. These virtual and in-person holiday boutiques have something for every person and every price range. ArtsWestchester’s 
Executive Assistant, Megan Thomson Connor, who also manages the organization’s gift shop, chose some of her favorites:

holiday

http://www.katonahmuseum.org/programs-and-events/Hands&Earth-KMAJewelryShowDec2020/
https://mamaroneckartistsguild.org/
http://www.clayartcenter.org/shop
http://www.clayartcenter.org/shop
http://www.tarrytownmusichall.org/
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“I’ve lost my mother to COVID-19. I am numb. Not because 
I want to be, but I have to be.” So says one incarcerated man 
from inside the walls of a nearby Hudson Valley prison.

The man couldn’t see or speak to his mother before her 
passing due to COVID-19 safety protocols. He expressed: “I 
cried once, and I literally want to cry every day, but if I do I will 
get labeled as weak.”

Katherine Vockins, Founder and Executive Director of 
Rehabilitation Through the Arts (RTA), explains: “He couldn’t 
talk to anybody who could help him process this loss. Through 
our workshops, he had the opportunity to write about the 
feelings that he was holding inside.” 

RTA is an organization that uses 
the creative arts in prisons to teach 
critical life skills that can be used 
both inside and outside of prison 
walls.  The program introduces 
artistic disciplines like theater, 
visual arts and creative writing to its 
members, providing them an outlet 
for expression. For many of these 
incarcerated and isolated people, 
the program is a bridge to the 
outside world.

“Sometimes,” the man said, “all 
one wants to do is be heard.’”

His voice is one of many that will 
be heard during Lulu, I Hear You, 
a December 9 performance that 
weaves together writings that were 
penned by RTA members during 
the pandemic.  The performance 
also includes a poem written by an 
alum of the program. The poem is 
dedicated to the only incarcerated 
woman in New York State who died 
from COVID-19 – her friend, Lulu.

 But the process for facilitating and collecting these writings 
was “highly complicated,” according to Vockins.

Normally, RTA sends 25 teaching artists into six mid-
Hudson Valley facilities two to three times per week to serve 
200+ members. However, once the pandemic hit, in-person 
workshops became impossible.  RTA went to great lengths to 
keep its program active, pivoting their approach several times 
along the way to keep up with COVID-times.

In mid-March, RTA rewrote its existing curriculum and 
converted all workshops into paper lessons that could be done 

sitting alone in a cell. Each member was also supplied with a 
non-spiral-bound composition notebook in which to complete 
writing assignments.  

By the end of May, it became clear that the pandemic was 
sticking around, forcing RTA to shift gears once again. They 
recorded audio lessons on “prison-appropriate” cassettes 
that don’t contain any metal. These cassettes needed to be 
duplicated hundreds of times.  Beyond the tapes, the cassette 
players also needed to be “the right ones” – translucent and 
unable to record.  Everything needed to go through security and 
be x-rayed at each facility. The prisoners once again worked on 

these RTA activities while isolated 
in their cells. “Producing workshops 
and then duplicating them was an 
enormous job, but it worked,” said 
Vockins.

One RTA member in particular 
wrote a one-act play around what 
happened when he received 
the envelope from RTA with his 
cassettes in it, but realized that he 
didn’t have a player yet.  This play is 
now a centerpiece of the December 
9 performance.

All of this hard work led to Lulu.  
The writings of these incarcerated 
men and women became the 
foundation of RTA’s upcoming 
performance. Vockins explains: 
“The performance is a collection 
of narratives and comments about 
life inside during the pandemic.  It’s 
an amalgamation of pieces that are 
held together with the Lulu poem, 
which runs as a thread throughout. 
Then there is also this story about 
how to get a cassette player within 

a maximum-security prison when you can’t go anywhere…Our 
Programs Director, Joe Giardina, took the time over multiple 
weeks to adapt these pieces into a cohesive presentation.”

The 30-minute performance will be presented on Zoom, 
followed by a live talkback with RTA alumni.

“[With the government-mandated shelter-in-place 
guidelines], we’ve gotten a taste for what it’s like to be 
isolated,” said Vockins. “We’ve been doing it for x-number of 
weeks or months, while they’ve been doing it for years.”

feature

Photos (above and right): Recording scenes from Lulu, I Hear You  
(photos courtesy of Rehabilitation Through the Arts)

All one wants to do is be heard.
Article by Mary Alice Franklin, ArtsNews Editor 
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Editor’s Note: On April 19, the Westchester Philharmonic was set to 
perform a concert program that celebrated both the 50th anniversary 
of Earth Day and the 250th birth year of Ludwig van Beethoven. At 
that time, we asked the Philharmonic's executive & artistic director, 
Joshua Worby, to write about the marriage of music and nature found 
in Beethoven's work. Sadly, that program had to be cancelled due to 
the pandemic. However, as Beethoven's birthday is on December 16, 
we thought this an apt opportunity to publish Worby's article.

Artists have always looked to nature for inspiration. In fact, they 
cannot avoid it. Beyond “nature” as a literal subject, such as a 
painter’s landscape or a composer using instruments to emulate 
nature’s sounds, it is a fundamental, even unconscious, starting place 
in which the natural world defines the medium. Whether a painter 
paints a landscape, an interior or a portrait, the first consideration 
is light: its source, level, direction. For a composer, it is tempo, in 
which our own biological functions are the points of departure: our 
heartbeat, respiration, walking.

The artist’s connection to nature doesn’t stop there. Color, shape, 
and perspective; pitch, amplitude, and envelope (how a sound starts 
and stops) all have their origins in the natural world. The artist 
observes, absorbs, and synthesizes these elements.

Abstract art and contemporary music do not ignore these 
fundamental forces, they simply deconstruct them to one extent 
(minimalism) or another (randomness), and anywhere in between. 
And painters and composers can easily cross into each other’s 

terrain: Jackson Pollock’s splatter paintings have a palpable rhythm; 
Stravinsky’s The Rite of Spring splashes us with color.

Tchaikovsky, Mozart, Beethoven, and countless others have often 
made literal use of nature: Flutes emulate birds, strings evoke wind, 
brass and percussion deliver a thunderstorm.

But Beethoven’s Fourth Piano Concerto offers no such literal 
connections. It begins like no other concerto had ever begun before, 
with a solitary opening for the piano, brief and contemplative. The 
strings enter in kind, but we are suddenly unsure of where we are, as 
if the tonal milieu has entirely changed. Soon we know it hasn’t. Those 
first few moments of the work might be thought of as a dream, then an 
awakening, but just as in nature, the light has changed. One cannot 
listen to the Fourth Piano Concerto and not viscerally sense nature’s 
presence, even though there are no bird calls or thunderclaps.

At the time, Beethoven’s opening was convention-shattering. A 
concerto – the format is typically defined as a solo instrument with 
orchestra – had always begun with an orchestral introduction before 
the solo instrument would make its grand entrance. Beethoven wasn’t 
aiming at defiance, the way an impish Mozart or devious Haydn might. 
The Fourth Piano Concerto’s opening wasn’t borne of an intellectual 
objective. Beethoven, whose love of nature is well-documented, was 
in a sense a neutral vessel, through which the outside world would 
enter and become synthesized into a musical outpouring.

Thankfully, that “vessel” lived in a time of clean air and water…and 
was also a genius.

Beethoven the Environmentalist
 
by Joshua Worby, Executive & Artistic Director, Westchester Philharmonic

JOIN THE ART$WCHALLENGE
DONATE TODAY
& DOUBLE
YOUR IMPACT
ArtsWestchester will match* 
new gifts up to $5,000.

artsw.org/artswchallenge

* Up to $5,000 per organization until all 
available funds have been allocated.

Actors Conservatory Theatre • Afrikan Healing Circle Inc. • Antonia Arts, Inc. • Arc Stages • ArchForKids • Arts and Culture Committee • Arts10566 • Asbury-
Crestwood United Methodist Church • Axial Theatre • Ballet des Amériques School & Company • Bedford Playhouse • Bethany Arts Community • Black Marble 
Duo • Blue Door Art Center • Caramoor Center for Music and the Arts • CareerVisions • Clay Art Center • CLC Foundation, Inc. • Clocktower Players • Concordia 

Conservatory • Copland House • Cross Cultural Connection • Downtown Music at Grace, Inc. • Enslaved Africans' Rain Garden • Fine Arts Orchestral Society 
of Yonkers • Friends of Music Concerts, Inc • GoJo Clan Productions • Gooseberry-Studio / Night Multimedia Art • Greenburgh Public Library • Groundwork 

Hudson Valley • Hamm & Clov Stage Company • Hammond Museum • Harrigan Educational & Cultural Center • Harrison Public Library Foundation, Inc. • 
Historic Hudson Valley • Hoff-Barthelson Music School • Hudson Chorale, Inc. • Hudson Stage Company • Hudson Valley MOCA • Hudson Valley Singers 

Corp • Hudson Valley Writers' Center • India Center of Westchester • Jacob Burns Film Center • Jazz Forum Arts • Katonah Museum of Art • Lagond Music 
School • Lyndhurst • Mamaroneck Artists Guild • Money Makin' Mob • Mount Kisco Arts Council • Mount Vernon Arts and Culture • Mount Vernon Friends 
of Parks and Recreation • Mount Vernon Public Library • Museum of Arts & Culture • Music Conservatory of Westchester • Mustafa Music Foundation • 
Neuberger Museum of Art • New Era Creative Space, Inc. • New Rochelle Council on the Arts • New Rochelle Opera, Inc. • New Westchester Symphony 

Orchestra • Niji No Kai • Northern Star Quilters' Guild, Inc. • Nowodworski Foundation • O'Bey Foundation, Inc. • OCA - Westchester/Hudson Valley Chapter 
• Ossining Arts Council • Ossining Documentary & Discussion Series • Ossining Public Library • Paramount Hudson Valley Arts • Peekskill Arts Alliance, Inc. 
• Pelham Art Center • PJS Jazz Society • Pleasantville Music Theatre, Inc. • Purchase College PAC • Rebecca Thomas - A Palo Seco Flamenco Company • 
Rehabilitation Through The Arts • Revelators Inc. • Rivertowns Art Council • Rivertowns Village Green • Ruth Keeler Memorial Library • Saint Paul's UMC • 
Sidra Bell Dance New York (SBDNY, Inc.) • Sleepy Hollow PAC • Songcatchers • Sound Shore Chorale of New Rochelle, Inc. • St. Thomas Orchestra • Steffi 

Nossen Dance Foundation • STEM Alliance of Larchmont-Mamaroneck • Taconic Opera, Inc. • Tarrytown Music Hall • The Chappaqua Orchestra • The Emelin 
Theatre for the Performing Arts • The Erwin C. and Isabelle Ziegelman Foundation/Accent Dance NYC  • The Friends of the North Castle Public Library, Inc. 

• The Neighborhood House • The Picture House Regional Film CentervThe Play Group Theater • The Rye Arts Center • The Scarsdale Arts Council, Inc. • The 
Schoolhouse Theater & Arts Center • The Symphony of Westchester • The Westchester Chordsmen • The Westchester Italian Cultural Center • The Y Dance 

Academy at The Family YMCA at Tarrytown • Thomas H. Slater Center, Inc. • Tribes Hill • Tutti Bravi Productions • Untermyer Performing Arts Council, Inc. 
• Urban Studio Unbound • Warner Library • Wartburg • Westchester Children's Chorus, Inc. • Westchester Children's Museum • Westchester Collaborative 

Theater • Westchester Philharmonic • Westchester Public Private Partnership for Aging Services • White Plains Performing Arts Center • White Plains Public 
Library Foundation • YoFi Fest, Inc. • YOHO Artist Collective • Yonkers Arts • Yonkers Downtown BID • Yonkers Riverfront Library • Youth Theatre Interactions

Donate to any of the following eligible organizations:

spotlight

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=V3Y9qgPUkbE
http://artsw.org/artswchallenge
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spotlight

ArtsWestchester has appointed two new Affiliate Board Members to its Board of 
Trustees. Laura deBuys, President and Executive Director of Picture House Regional Film 
Center, and Dave Steck, Co-Founder and Executive Director of YoFiFest were both nominated 
by their Affiliate peers and then confirmed by ArtsWestchester’s Nominating Committee and 
Board.  Each will serve a two-year term.

Laura deBuys has served as president and executive director of the Picture House 
Regional Film Center in Pelham since 2014. In non-COVID times, Picture House screens films 
364 days a year for more than 42,000 people, fields more than 40 arts education programs 
in area schools and partners with countless non-profit and community-based organizations 
throughout Westchester. She was previously the stage manager of over 100 productions 
including Broadway shows, national tours and corporate events. She has also developed 
marketing and fundraising strategies for established organizations like the Salvation Army of 
Greater New York, Children’s Hope India, Bartow-Pell Mansion Museum and more.

Dave Steck is Co-Founder and Executive Director of the YoFiFest (Yonkers Film Fest). 
Steck is a filmmaker who specializes in telling compelling stories with stylistic visuals 
and engaging narratives. He has created and produced feature films, television shows, 
commercials and more, giving him a unique approach to projects and a vision to unlock their 
potential. The two-time Emmy Award-nominee was an Adjunct Professor at Sarah Lawrence 
College in the Graduate Writing Institute, served on the Yonkers Arts Council board and 
is also an active member of Arts Round Table – Yonker,s and the YOHO Artist Studios. His 
digital collage work has been shown in galleries including Blue Door Art Center, Urban 
Studio Unbound and more.

ArtsWestchester Appoints Two New Affiliate Board Members

news briefs

Copland House and NPR’s Tiny Desk Series
Music from Copland House went straight to the source for its latest 

performance: the writing desk of Aaron Copland himself.  The group 
recently performed on NPR’s famed “Tiny Desk” series.  Typically, 
the intimate video performances in this series are recorded live at 
the desk of All Things Considered host Bob Boilen. However during 
the pandemic, groups have been recording from their own creative 
locations. Performing in the video are Curtis Macomber (violin), Carol 
Wincenc (flute) and Artistic and Executive Director Michael Boriskin, 
playing Copland's own piano. The set includes Duo for flute and 
piano: II. Poetic, somewhat mournful; III. Lively, with bounce, which 
was written at the desk that is featured in the video. 

Westchester Collaborative Theater Celebrates Ten Years
Westchester Collaborative Theater (WCT) in Ossining is celebrating its 10th 

anniversary this month with Cheers to 10 Years!, an evening of live-streamed theater 
and music. The December 12 event will reprise scenes from three of the Theater’s 
past productions and preview work from its upcoming 2021 season. In addition, 
musicians Alexis Cole and K.J. Denhert will each perform. WCT nurtures new stage 
works by helping its 130+ actor, playwright and director members to develop their 
skills and receive feedback and critiques from their peers. The company typically 
presents two mainstage productions and several play readings annually. 

NEWS  
BRIEFS

Rita (Netflix) 
Another great Danish show on Netflix. The main character Rita 

is a deliciously “so-bad,” but really so-good, woman of conviction. 
She has a passion for standing up for children who need champions 
for justice – against other children, teachers, the principal, mayors 
and even their own parents. In becoming this champion, she breaks 
many rules, often jeopardizing her own standing, and even her own 
livelihood. However, her sense of integrity and justice surpass all 
obstacles. Rita is fierce, or portrays that on the surface, but others 
challenge her hard exterior: a best friend who almost loses her 
own family to protect her, a lover who struggles with his own life 
trajectory, and the children who depend on her.  Rita’s motherhood 
is based on acceptance and is sometimes unconventional; she 
holds her children close and then knows when to let them go.  Rita 
struggles with her own perceived inadequacies, and we struggle 
with her as she navigates the task of starting a new school, moving 
on from her home, losing a dear friend and absorbing the blame, 
and having many sexual liaisons that also result in changing lives.  
Rita is unyielding in her convictions and they are rooted in good, 
even if she struggles with how they are implemented. Like many 
women I know, Rita questions herself – but she never questions 
her steadfast commitment to the children in her charge, especially 
those most vulnerable.  I know many Ritas in my life. I wish for 
those women that they triumph with this woman as I have. 

MARSHA ON THE MOVE 
Monthly Web Feature
When Business Council of Westchester President 
Marsha Gordon, is not advocating for businesses 
in the County, she can be found at the cinema or 
theater. Read Marsha's reviews on ArtsWestchester's 
"As a Matter of Art " blog: artsw.org/artsblog.

Alan Simon (photo credit: Barry Mason)

In Memoriam:  
Alan Simon

Arts patron Dr. Alan Simon 
recently passed away at his home 
in Greenwich, CT. Professionally, 
Alan was a dentist for many 
decades, whose ready smile put 
patients at ease and gave them 
confidence in his skills.  He and 
his wife Deborah (Debbie) have 
been collectors, patrons, trustees 
and friends of the arts for many 
years as well. An avid traveler and 

talented photographer, Alan loved to traverse the world, and 
once said “I want to see the world before I leave it.”  A loyal 
arts supporter, he and Debbie never missed an ArtsWestchester 
exhibition and have always focused their support locally, helping 
to keep the arts alive in Westchester. Cultural organizations they 
have supported include Friends of the Neuberger Museum of Art, 
Caramoor Center for Music and the Arts, the Bruce Museum, 
Clay Art Center, Performing Arts Center at Purchase College and 
ArtsWestchester.   

Top: Laura deBuys, Bottom: Dave Steck

(photo source: NPR)

(photo source: Netflix)

http://www.westfaironline.com
https://www.npr.org/2020/11/13/933882598/copland-house-tiny-desk-home-concert
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            Brice Garrett (December 17 at 12:30pm)
       • Paul Cézanne- an online art history course: 
            Tuesdays, January 19-February 23, 2021 at 10-11am 

Blue Door Art Center is open to the public and presents a Holiday Art 
and Crafts Show, featuring paintings, sculptures, jewelry, and more 
works available for purchase (IN PERSON). The Holiday Shop will 
run from December 5-30. The center will also host a series of free art 
workshops for kids and writing workshops for adults on Saturdays via 
Zoom. Hours: Sat: 1-5pm. 

Caramoor Center for Music and the Arts offers a variety of music and 
family programs. Audiences can enjoy new live-streamed concerts 
and past performances by world-renowned artists on youtube.com/
caramoor.
       •   TENET Vocal Artists (livestream): 
            December 12 at 5pm

Center for the Digital Arts, Westchester Community College will host 
Fall classes online and via remote learning. The Center offers digital 
arts education, including web development, 2D/3D animation, digital 
video and more. Click here for the full list of classes. 
       • Virtual Artist Talk- Jean-Marc Superville Sovak:
            December 10 at 6pm via Zoom
       • Online Class - Weekend Front End Coding Boot 
            Camp (Ages 14+): December 5-13 at 9:30 am-4:30pm 
            via Zoom
       • Online Class - Social Media Strategies and Tactics 
            (Ages 14+): Thursdays, January 21-February 11,             
            2021 at 6-9pm via Zoom. 
       • Online Class - Design Thinking: Thursdays from
            January 28-March 11, 2021 at 6:30-9:30 pm via
            Zoom. To register, contact Dr. Sherry Mayo at            
            sherry.mayo@sunywcc.edu or 914-606-7385.

Clay Art Center has reopened its studios for open studio 
sessions by appointment (IN PERSON). The Center also 
offers virtual classes, artist lectures and demonstrations, 
as well as a virtual exhibition, Concepts in Clay: Artists of 
Color, which features the work of eight Black artists. Clay 
Art Center’s Clay Holiday Show features ceramic works 
by local and nationally recognized artists. The shop is 
available online & by appointment.
       • Virtual Artist Talk with Max Seinfeld: 
            December 17 at 7pm
       • Learn to Use the Potter's Wheel: 
            December 4 & 18 at 7pm (IN PERSON) 

Dec 2020 / Jan 2021  
Arts Offerings

upcoming virtual and in-person arts activities

Arc Stages presents online and in-person classes, live-streamed 
concerts, open mic night sessions and classes, both on-site and online. 
arcstages.org/connects 

ARTS 10566 provides fun and enriching instructional lesson-based 
activities through its new interactive platform, available for students, 
parents and the community. New classes are posted every Monday at 
3pm. To learn more, click here.

ArtsWestchester is providing an "Art of the Week" assignment every 
Monday on Instagram, ArtsMobile activities, Teen Tuesdays and 
Thursdays programs and more. 
       • Give Us the Vote 2020, an online exhibition that explores the  
 history of voting rights in America and celebrates the power of  
 the ballot. Through December 31.
       • Online Creative Writing Workshop for Seniors: December 2 at 
 10:30-11:30am via Zoom. To register, call Jessica Cioffoletti 
 at 914-980-6275.

       • Teen Tuesdays & Thursdays program: 
            Drawing Doodles: December 9 at 4-4:45pm via Zoom.  
            To register, email jcioffoletti@artswestchester.org 

Bedford Playhouse’s Virtual Playhouse brings a selection of interactive 
programs, from comedies to environmental documentaries, author 
talks, weekly trivia for kids and more. The theater recently began IN 
PERSON movie screenings. 

Bethany Arts Community presents Art in the Time of COVID, an 
exhibition, featuring the works of teaching artists from the New York 
State Artists Teacher Association, that explores current issues through 
confrontation, escape, negotiation and affirmation (IN PERSON). 
Reservations are encouraged but not required.  
Gallery hours: Mon-Fri: 10am-12pm and 1-3pm. 
       • Artist Talks via Facebook Live: Cherie Lee (December 3 at 7pm),
            Anantha Krishnan (December 10 at 12:30pm), 
            Chigozie Obi (December 13 at 2pm), Lights on the Town by Mireille Duchesne, Small Works Sale  

at Oak & Oil, through 12/31 (image courtesy of Oak & Oil)

Artwork by Tamar Drucker, Captured Moments, virtual exhibition presented by Harrison Council for the Arts, 
at Harrison Public Library, through 12/30 (photo courtesy of Harrison Public Library)

OFFERING CREDIT AND WORKFORCE TRAINING COURSES 
Fulfill your dream, whether on campus or online, at the Westchester Community College 
Center for the Digital Arts Peekskill Extension and take courses in Graphic Design, Digital 
Filmmaking, Drawing, Digital Imaging, Digital Photography, and more. Get a workforce 
training certificate in 3D Animation, UX Design, Social Media Marketing and Digital 
Photography, visit our Maker Space, and create a 3D print. At the Center for Digital Arts 
you’ll get started on your portfolio, meet other artists, and develop a network within the 
rich artist district of downtown Peekskill.

REGISTER NOW!

CENTER FOR DIGITAL ARTS

914-606-7300 ▪ sunywcc.edu/peekskill
peekskill@sunywcc.edu

https://bethanyarts.org/calendar/air2020-brice-garrett-artist-talk/
https://bethanyarts.org/calendar/paul-cezanne-online-course/2021-01-19/
https://bluedoorartcenter.org/
https://www.caramoor.org/
https://www.caramoor.org/events/tenet-livestream/
https://www.sunywcc.edu/locations/peekskill/
http://clayartcenter.org
https://artswestchester.org/events/concepts-in-clay-artists-of-color-online-virtual-exhibit-2020-10-26/
https://artswestchester.org/events/concepts-in-clay-artists-of-color-online-virtual-exhibit-2020-10-26/
https://www.clayartcenter.org/shop
https://www.clayartcenter.org/shop
https://www.clayartcenter.org/clay-virtual-workshops-lectures/max-seinfeld-in-pursuit
https://www.clayartcenter.org/workshopstest/2020/12/maker-date-learn-to-use-the-potters-wheel
https://www.clayartcenter.org/workshopstest/2020/12/maker-date-learn-to-use-the-potters-wheel-1
http://arcstages.org/connects 
http://arcstages.org/connects
http://www.arts10566.org/
http://www.arts10566.org/how-it-works
https://www.instagram.com/artswestchester/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1iG89j_9hBk&list=PLnR7OZDCr0yHxr1Cnimuh9q1tP78naEsb
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gsK4qxsHO4U&list=PLnR7OZDCr0yFNSs3VAol-dCMEsxUtAF_d
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gsK4qxsHO4U&list=PLnR7OZDCr0yFNSs3VAol-dCMEsxUtAF_d
http://artsw.org/giveusthevote2020
mailto:jcioffoletti@artswestchester.org
http://bedfordplayhouse.org
https://bethanyarts.org
https://bethanyarts.org/calendar/nysataexhibit/
https://bethanyarts.org/calendar/air2020-cherie-lee/
https://bethanyarts.org/calendar/air2020-anantha-krishnan/
https://bethanyarts.org/calendar/air2020-chigozie-obi/
http://sunywcc.edu/peekskill
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Hudson Valley Writers Center will present free readings 
throughout the month and a special offer on Slapering Hol 
Press chapbooks. A series of classes and readings, all 
online, are open for registration. For a complete list, visit 
writerscenter.org.
       • Alice Quinn Presents: Together in a Sudden 
            Strangeness—America’s Poets Respond 
            to the Pandemic: 
 December 4 at 7-8:30pm
       • Submission Sundays: December 6 at 12:30pm
       • Fiction Workshop with Kirsten Bakis via Zoom: 
            December 7 at 10:15am
       • Monday Night Poetry Workshop with 
            Alex Dimitrov via Zoom: 
 December 7 at 6:30pm
       • Fiction with Lena Valencia on Zoom: 
            December 12 at 12:30pm
       • Reading by Lynn Emanuel, Lucia LoTempio, 
            and Lauren Russell on Zoom: December 16 at 7pm
       • Reading by Jane Hirshfield & Rachel 
            Eliza Griffiths via Zoom: January 31, 2021 at 4pm

India Center of Westchester will present a Republic Day 
of India on January 31, 2021 via Zoom. This celebration of 
Indian culture will include folk music, Bollywood dances 
and more. 

Irvington Theater will stream a recording of last year’s 
sold-out Holiday Celebration concert for audiences on 
December 4. Musicians Parker Reilly and the Electric 
Stories will perform holiday rock tunes and classic 
seasonal songs from Chuck Berry, Darlene Love and more.

Jacob Burns Film Center screens new releases and 
repertory films in its Virtual Screening Room, and provides 
short films with related activities for kids.  

Jazz Forum Arts has launched Jazz Forum @ Home, a 
series of concerts that are live-streamed on Facebook 
Live every Saturday at 7pm, and Jitterbugs @ Home, 
which will host an online jazz holiday special for kids aged 2-7 on 
December 13. 

John Jay Homestead's holiday gift shop will feature images of the 
John Jay House, Bedford Farm and the newly installed historic 
wallpaper found in John Jay's Office. The holiday gift shop is located 
in the Ballroom of the Main House in Katonah. Th shop will run through 
December 26. Hours: Saturdays at 10am–2pm. johnjayhomestead.org

Katonah Museum of Art has reopened its Museum and Learning 
Center, which is offering art workshops for all ages. Visitors can 
purchase tickets to see the Hands & Earth: Perspectives on Japanese 
Contemporary Ceramics and Rothko exhibitions, which are on view 
through January 24, 2021 (IN PERSON). Admission is by advance 
reservation. Hours: Tues-Sat: 10am-5pm, and Sun: 12-5pm.
       •   Virtual KMA Jewelry Show, featuring contemporary jewelry
   and wearable art that will be available for purchase. 
  December 1-4

       • Family Wheel Night (Ages 9-99): 
            December 19 at 6pm (IN PERSON)
       • Saturday Clay (Ages 6-99): 
            December 5 & 19 at 2-4pm (IN PERSON)

 
Color Camera Club of Westchester will be presenting photographic 
programs via Zoom. Audiences can also visit the photography 
club's website to view an exhibit of images from its members. 
colorcameraclub.com

Concordia Conservatory will present a movie version of its annual 
Community Holiday Musical on December 19 at 7pm. When word gets 
out that there will be no Concordia Holiday Community Musical due to 
COVID, current and past performers reminisce about past shows and 
perform their favorite musical numbers to determine the “best” holiday 
musical.

Copland House's virtual performance and conversation series, 
UNDERSCORED, offers premieres, revivals and classics by American 
composers. Each program includes a conversation, performance and 
live Q&A. 

Downtown Music at Grace is broadcasting its noon concerts of 
chamber music and a variety of genres on its YouTube page.  
      • The Downtown Sinfonietta Chamber Players: 
 December 2 at 12:15pm             
      • Jomion & The Uklos: December 9 at 12:15pm
      • Chamber Music With the Westchester Philharmonic: January  
 13 at 12:15pm 

Friends of Music Concerts will offer a recording by the Chamber 
Music Society of Lincoln Center for a period of five days. On December 
5, a recording by violinist Amaud Sussemann will feature the works of 
Bach and Chausson.

upcoming virtual and in-person arts activities

The Ground Glass presents an online group photography exhibition, 
The Decisive Moment Revisited and Abstractions. thegroundglass.org 

Hammond Museum presents an Artist Members Virtual Gallery, 
featuring the works of the museum’s members through June 5, 2021. 
For a complete list of programs and workshops, visit hammondmuseum.
org.
       • December exhibition - Opening Reception: December 5 
 at 10am on Zoom and Facebook
       •  Virtual January Exhibition: Opening Reception: January 2, 2021

Harrison Public Library is offering suggestions on its website for 
what to read, watch, listen to and learn, as well as virtual workshops 
for teens and adults via Zoom, online book clubs, yoga classes for 
adults and more. For a complete list of programs, virtual classes and 
workshops, visit harrisonpl.org/events/harrison.
       • Captured Moments, a virtual art exhibit by Tamar Drucker

Hoff-Barthelson Music School presents a fall classes program for 
grades 1-12, which will offer students the opportunity to grow in their 
enjoyment and practice of music. hbms.org
       • Adult Student Musicale: December 12 at 2pm

Hudson Chorale will provide a live-streamed concert, featuring 
movements of Vivaldi’s Gloria and songs by and an interview with Irish 
singer and composer Julie Feeney. Reservations can be made for the 
Zoom webinar beginning in January on the Chorale’s website: www.
hudsonchorale.org

Hudson River Museum presents Women to the Fore, an exhibition that 
gives voice and space to more than forty female-identifying artists, 
spanning one hundred and fifty years (IN PERSON). Also on view: 
Landscape Art & Virtual Travel: Highlights from the Collections of the 
HRM and Art Bridges. Museum Hours: Thurs-Sun: 12–5pm.  

Hudson Valley Museum of Contemporary Art is reopened by 
appointment, with an expanded exhibition of How We Live. Virtual 
tours and an in-depth Sculpture Trail Walk are available on the 
Museum’s website. Hours: Thursday-Saturday by appointment. 
       • Climbing the Walls - A Virtual Theater, Poetry and Image  
 Project in collaboration with Studio Theater in Exile: On  
 view now
       • Writing the Walls - A Virtual Poetry Project How We   
            Live in collaboration with Studio Theater in Exile: Ongoing

Hudson Valley Music Club announced its 96th season with virtual 
concerts by internationally acclaimed artists on Monday afternoons 
and Tuesday mornings.

Mr. Dickens Tells A Christmas Carol, M&M Performing Arts Company at  
Bartow-Pell Mansion Museum, 12/13-20 (photo credit: Jenny Wilkins)
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New Choral Society will present a virtual performance of choruses 
and solos from Handel's Messiah on December 4 at 7pm. The 
Society’s orchestra will also perform an evening of chamber 
music on January 23 at 8pm at Hitchcock Presbyterian Church (IN 
PERSON). Purchase tickets here.

Oak and Oil invites audiences to shop from a curated selection of 
small art works on view at the gallery and online through December 
31. oakandoil.com

Ossining Public Library will collaborate with Studio Theater in Exile 
(STIE) to provide programming for the library. The program will 
provide events from STIE’s online Climbing the Walls collection of 
art and performance. Each month, the work of one visual artist and 
one performing artist will be available through the Ossining Library 
Newsletter.

Pelham Art Center’s presents its annual exhibition and sale of 
handmade art items through December 23, with a virtual opening 
reception for the artists and makers on December 3rd at 5pm. The 
Center also offers a series of virtual studio visits and workshops.

The Picture House is screening New York International Children’s Film 
Festival’s “Kid Flicks,” featuring new children’s films from around the 
world with accompanying family-friendly activities. 
       •  Virtual The Nutcracker Magical Matinee: December 13 

The Performing Arts Center at Purchase College’s online offerings 
include a range of live, recorded and curated events, education and 
entertainment. Click here to learn about The PAC in Your Living Room 
initiative.

Play Group Theatre's performing arts programs have been adapted 
for in-person and online participation in Fall 2020. Programs include: 
Virtual Stage, Sketch Comedy, On Camera, Shakespeare, Teen Co, 
Design/Tech, Playwriting, Improv and more!

ArtsWestchester  
31 Mamaroneck Avenue  
White Plains, NY  
artsw.org

JOIN OUR CREATIVE FAMILY!

Spaces from 
580-1400 Sq. Ft

CONTACT:
Cameron Bock 

cbock@artswestchester.org 
or 914.428.4220 x335

Private studios with incredible 
natural light, complete heat and 
AC, and wifi hookup. 1-2 year 
leases available 
artsw.org/spacerentals

Studios available  
for artists and 
creative businesses 
in ArtsWestchester’s 
historic building

       •   Youth Ceramics Workshop-Texture Plates:  
  December 7 at 4:30pm
       •   Picture & Prose- a virtual tour & discussion: 
  January 7 at 11-1pm
       •   ARTalk with Michael Gitlitz, Executive Director of the KMA 
  (co-sponsored by the Ridgefield Guild of Artists): 
  January 10 at 2pm
       •   Virtual Director’s Series: The Future of the Museum: 
  January 14 at 7pm

Lyndhurst Mansion offers winter grounds passes to the property 
between the hours of 10am and 3pm as the property closes at 4pm 
(IN PERSON). Purchase passes here. The Voices of the Landscape 
exhibition is also available online.

Mamaroneck Artists Guild (MAG) will present A Gift of Art 2020, a 
holiday art show and boutique of works by the MAG members. The 
show will be on view online and on-site (TBD) on December 1-31.  

M&M Performing Arts Company will present performances of Mr. 
Dickens Tells A Christmas Carol at the Bartow-Pell Mansion Museum 
this December (IN PERSON). Taken from the original script, actor 
Michael Muldoon will play Charles Dickens and bring the travails 

of Ebenezer Scrooge, Bob Cratchit and Tiny Tim to life. Performances 
will be held on weekends from December 13 through December 20 at 
1pm and 3:30pm. Seating will be strictly limited by social distancing 
guidelines. Purchase tickets here. 

Music Conservatory of Westchester (MCW) will hold its annual 
Performathon fundraiser, featuring virtual student performances to 
help support the nonprofit music school’s Scholarship Program. The 
performances will be streamed on MCW’s YouTube channel at 5pm on 
December 12.

Neuberger Museum of Art provides pre-recorded 20-minute guided 
meditations on its website, as well as weekly art-related projects and 
activities for kids.  purchase.edu/neuberger-museum-of-art 

New Castle Historical Society will host an online lecture with 
Professor Elias, who will discuss the history of home cooking as it 
relates to social changes over time in the US and the current crisis 
(January 11, 2021 at 7pm).

The NORTHERN WESTCHESTERSubscribe to our local news email blast for FREE today: 
www.theexaminernews.com/eblast/

We’ve been hard at work reporting on the public health crisis that’s 
disrupted everyone’s lives. We’re proud of our brand of reliable, 

timely, thorough local journalism.

Our advertising department is here to help promote your business. 
Hire us to assist you.

Our audience, in print and online, is deeply engaged with community. 
In short, Examiner readers are your potential customers.

A trusted local news outlet is your best investment. 
We’re invested in your success.

914-864-0878
advertising@theexaminernews.com

ALL
TOGETHER

Let’s face it. No one has had it easy during this pandemic. 
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upcoming virtual and in-person arts activities

Ying Quartet, livestream presented by Westchester Chamber Music Society, 12/6 (photo source: ying4.com)

http://newchoralsociety.org/
https://app.arts-people.com/index.php?actions=4&p=1
https://app.arts-people.com/index.php?actions=7&p=1
https://app.arts-people.com/index.php?actions=7&p=1
https://app.arts-people.com/index.php?ticketing=newcs
http://oakandoil.com
https://www.oakandoil.com
http://ossiningpubliclibrary.org/
https://www.studiotheaterinexile.com/climbing-the-walls
https://www.pelhamartcenter.org
https://www.pelhamartcenter.org/gallery/upcoming-exhibition/
https://www.pelhamartcenter.org/gallery/upcoming-exhibition/
https://www.pelhamartcenter.org/event/virtual-opening-art-boutique/
https://www.pelhamartcenter.org/event/virtual-opening-art-boutique/
http://thepicturehouse.org/
https://thepicturehouse.org/virtual/
https://thepicturehouse.org/virtual/
https://artswestchester.org/events/the-nutcracker-magical-matinee/
https://www.artscenter.org/
https://www.artscenter.org/arts-in-education/the-pac-in-your-living-room/
https://www.artscenter.org/arts-in-education/the-pac-in-your-living-room/
http://www.playgroup.org/
http://artsw.org/spacerentals
https://katonah-museum-of-art-inc.networkforgood.com/events/24714-texture-plates-youth-ceramic-workshop
http://www.katonahmuseum.org/programs-and-events/Hands&Earth-Picture&ProseJan2021/
http://www.katonahmuseum.org/programs-and-events/Hands&Earth-ARTalkRidgefieldLibraryJan2021/
https://katonah-museum-of-art-inc.networkforgood.com/events/23936-virtual-director-s-series-courtney-j-martin
https://lyndhurst.org/
https://www.showclix.com/event/winter-grounds-pass?_ga=2.237043648.1193321939.1605568616-1153740065.1605568616
https://lyndhurst.org/collections/voices-in-the-landscape/
https://mamaroneckartistsguild.org
https://www.mmpaci.com
https://www.bartowpellmansionmuseum.org/events/2868/
https://www.bartowpellmansionmuseum.org/events/2868/
https://www.bartowpellmansionmuseum.org/events/2868/
https://musicconservatory.org
https://musicconservatory.org/performathon/
http://neuberger.org/
http://purchase.edu/neuberger-museum-of-art/wellness-wednesday%E2%80%8B
http://purchase.edu/neuberger-museum-of-art/wellness-wednesday%E2%80%8B
https://www.purchase.edu/neuberger-museum-of-art/neu-to-do-for-kids/
https://www.purchase.edu/neuberger-museum-of-art/neu-to-do-for-kids/
https://www.purchase.edu/neuberger-museum-of-art/
https://www.newcastlehs.org/
https://www.newcastlehs.org/event/online-lecture-history-and-home-cooking/
https://www.newcastlehs.org/event/online-lecture-history-and-home-cooking/
http://www.theexaminernews.com/eblast
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in-person and virtual classes in drawing, painting, ceramics, coding, 
robotics and more. 
       •  Make a Koala with Polymer Clay: December 5 at 2 & 3pm 
 (IN PERSON)
       •  Virtual Winter Recital by the RAC Music Students:  
 December 19-20 at 9am

The Schoolhouse Theater’s Pandemic Players will continue to present 
free Zoom readings of an assortment of plays. 
       •  Virtual Reading - A Child's Christmas is Wales & The Gift of  
 the Magi: December 5 at 3pm
       •   Virtual Reading: A Christmas Carol: December 12 at 3pm
       •   Virtual Reading:  A Tuna Christmas: December 12 at 3pm 
       •   Virtual Reading: The Man Who Came To Dinner: December 26  
 at 3pm

Steffi Nossen School of Dance is offering virtual dance classes 
this winter. Classes include modern, ballet, jazz tap, hip-hop, pre-
professional programs and more. 

Taconic Opera and the New York Opera Conservatory offer a pre-
recorded production of Mozart’s Don Giovanni via YouTube. The 
Conservatory re-imagined the dark tragedy as a comedy taking place 
during a pandemic. The entire production was staged, filmed and 
edited using digital technology and cell phones.

Tarrytown Music Hall's “Night In With the Music Hall” series 
continues this fall with live weekly streams.
       •   Livestream Concert - Bill Kelly: December 2 at 6pm 

Teatown Lake Reservation will host various weekly nature classes 
for children aged 3-12 with enrollment limited to eight children (IN 
PERSON).

Walkabout Clearwater Coffeehouse will present Alastair Moock in a 
live virtual concert on December 12 at 7:30pm via Zoom. Moock is a 
Grammy Award-nominated family music performer and a provider of 
school assemblies and residencies for students of all ages.

Westchester Chamber Music Society will stream an all-Beethoven 
program by The Ying Quartet on December 6 at 4pm. There will also be 
a post-concert Q&A with the musicians.

Westchester Children’s Museum continues its virtual learning 
programs and resources, with STEAM activities for the whole family, 
an early literacy interactive program and more. 

The Westchester Chordsmen will present “Home for the Holidays,“ a 
virtual winter holiday concert on December 13 at 7pm. The concert will 
include a variety of holiday favorites, sung by more than 65 members 
and a few member quartets. The concert will stream online from 
December 14-31.

Westchester Collaborative Theater in Ossining will celebrate its 10th 
anniversary with a live-streamed evening of theater and music on 
December 12 at 8pm. Scenes from three of its productions over the 
past decade will be reprised and works from its upcoming 2021 season 
will be performed. Alexis Cole and K.J. Denhert will also provide 
entertainment throughout the evening.

Westchester Italian Cultural Center presents live-streamed webinars, 
featuring lectures, concerts and demonstrations. 
       •   Webinar: The Enduring Appeal of Italian Female Saints: 

December 9th at 7pm
The Westchester Oratorio Society is presenting virtual rehearsals for 
its upcoming fall repertoire. 
       •  Virtual Performance of Handel’s Messiah: December 6 at 3pm 

White Plains Performing Arts Center will present Santa’s Holiday 
Extravaganza, featuring pre-recorded holiday songs, stories and 
traditions on December 11-13. wppac.com 
       •  Lorna Luft in Concert: January 16, 2021 at 8pm (IN PERSON)

White Plains Public Library is open to the public and allows a limited 
number of patrons into the building to browse and borrow materials (IN 
PERSON). The library's webpage also provides online resources for 
families. Library hours: Mon-Thurs: 10am-7pm and Fri-Sat: 1-5pm.Purchase College Conservatory of Music will stream performances on 

the Conservatory’s YouTube page.
       •   Virtual Chamber Music Festival: December 5 at 7pm 
       •   Livestream Concert Soul Voices: December 9 at 7pm
      •   Livestream Concert: The Purchase Symphony Orchestra:  
 December 11 at 7pm
      •   Livestream Concert: Purchase Chorus: December 14 at 7pm
      •   Livestream Concert: Students of the Purchase College   
 composition studio: December 16 at 7pm 

Rehabilitation Through The Arts (RTA) will present a virtual 
performance of Lulu, I Hear You, a 30-character performance piece 
based on poetry and stories RTA received from the men and women 
we work with at NYS prisons during the Covid-19 pandemic. The 
December 9 performance will be followed by a live talkback with RTA 
alumni. 6pm. 

RiverArts continues its Stitch & “Complain" program with Amanda 
Hsiao on December 3 at 7pm at HudCo, 145 Palisade St, Suite 200, 
Dobbs Ferry (IN PERSON). This socially-distanced knitting circle 
welcomes knitters and crocheters of all experience levels.

Ruth Keeler Memorial Library is offering curbside service and 
highlights its digital collection, including e-books, audio books, music 
and streaming movies, and more for anyone with their library card. 
westchesterlibraries.org/listen-read
       •  Outdoor In-Person Story Times for Families: 
 Wednesdays at 11-11:30am (IN PERSON)
       •  Voice actor Alan Sklar reads A Child’s Christmas in Wales: 
 December 13 at 4pm (IN PERSON)

Rye Arts Center's Member Exhibit will be on display in the center’s 
gallery and online beginning December 10 (IN PERSON). Gallery visits 
are by appointment. Click here to book online. The Center also offers 

Interested in Writing for ArtsNews?
We want to hear from you! 

To be considered, tell us about your interest/experience 
in the arts, and include a writing resume and three 
writing clips. When we have an article to assign, we 
may get in touch with you! 

Contact artswnews@artswestchester.org.  
No phone calls, please. 

Virtual live concert by Alastair Moock, Walkabout Clearwater Coffeehouse, 12/12 (photo credit: Mara Brod)

upcoming virtual and in-person arts activities
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